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The explanation of the Pitture in the Title. 
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Ehold that holy Cell where Nunnes abide, 


' JI Anddocin L»bons Monaſt'ry reſide, 


i 


A Here is the wall in which a gratedoth ſtand, 


| Dividing juſt the ſame oncither hand. 


B Within a Frycr ſittcth on his ſcat, 
And as Confeſſor doth the Nunnes intreat, 
C Without a Nun doth kneele, who ſtraight begins 
With ſober looketo utter all her {innes, 
D But if you looke upon the other fide, 
A fleighter grate doth ſuch a wall divide : 
Which up and downe is liftcd at their Jcaſure, 
As Nunnes and Frycrs one another pleaſure ; 
For rather then ſhce11 difobedient bee, 
Shce under creepes, as youthe ſame may lee. 
E Thence doc they cheerely pace it arme in arme,, 
Fryers have power filly Nunnes to charme, 
F Soon a bed they wantonclip and kiſle, 
There's nothing in a Nunnery amiſle. 
7 Then doth a banquet on a Tableſtand, 
And from the bed hee leads her by the hand; 
Whercat they cate, carouſe, and kifle again; 
And, in a word, doc nodclight retraine, 
H Till Rebi»ſon doth fret to ſee the guile, 
How ſuch diflemblers at the world can {mile ; 
So ina fury hee the Curtaine takes, 
And open wide, with cither hand it ſhakes ; 
Bidding all men (bchold) how they collude, 
And doe poore filly Novices delude, (ſcorne, 


1 For though they doc pretend the Worlds brave = 


Yet totheir ſecret Vaults treaſiire is borne; 
And riches comcs in many wayes beſide : 
Thus have they reaſon England to deride, 
They doe indecd faire chaſtitic profefle, 
Obcdicnce, povertie, and ſeeme no eſſe : 
Bur God doth know, and Robinſon can tell, 
All 18 a bcaſtly talhood ia this Ccll, 
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Towne of King s- Lunne in Norfolks, and his 
Worthiptull Recthnen, the Alder» 
| men of the tame,&&c, ' | 


24 HE induftrious and painefull 
PIE Seaman, Right wr vey 49% 
Wo jr | I may go no farther for gn ex- 
== ample then mine owne Pro. 
teſsion, becauſe quod ſtpra nos nibil ad nos ) 
being a long time crofled with unfavora- 
ble winds, perliſterh norwithſtanding in 
atterwpring to attaineto his defired Port: 
which not being able to atchicvedirec- 
ly,and upon a preciſe rhomb or point, he 
maketh his way by divers Mzauders and 
crooked turnings, lying ſometimes Eaſt, 
and anon Weſt , ſo neere his coutſe as the 
wind will permit, and by this meanes ar 
A} length 
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| Car ErisrLE 
length heankoreth inthe wiſhed harbor. 


Even ſo my ſelfe having of along time de- 
| fired to recover ſome fit occaſis or means 
(as my moſt wiſhed Part) to .cxpreſle a 
thankfull minde unto your Worſhips,for 
| no {mal benefits formerly ks upon 
| me;{Q bene apud memores ceteris ſtat gra- 
| tiafatti ) copld never, through contrarie 
| winds of adyerſe fortune, arrive there in 
ſafety: but havehad along traverſeto and 
{ fro, with little likelihood of fayrer wea- 
'ther,till now at lengrh, with my bowlins 
{harpe haled(pardon I pray you my ruder 
| Sea-phraſe ) I have doubled the Cape of 
| good Hope.from whence | am bold to ſend 
youthis firſt rerurne of what 1 long ſince 
rook up of you upon intereſt, it being not- 
withſanding no way of worth to coun- 
teryaile any (though the leaſt ) part of the 
debt Iowe you. Forit is now lome yeeres | 
agonethatl ſer. ſaile from #be haven of your 
helþe, bound for the Port of Prudence, (the 
Vniyerfitic of ({ambridge- ) being fully 
fraughted with your favor & friendſhip: 
"_ through mine own negligence(let. 
me 
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tprofperity and welfare) I reſt 
jou ous 
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me ever ſigh to remember it)having fore- 
ſlowed my beſt Market , and letting goc 
my moſt precions commodity (my 1 ime) 
at an-under-value,l remained a great loſer 
by my voyage ; not being able tro make 
unto you(my Werſhipftull Creditors)luch| 
ſatisfaction as. you might juſtly expect. 
And now entring into a conſideration of 
your gentle forbearance of me, I doomed 
my lelfe worthy to bearethe brand of in- 
gratitude, if I ſhould forget you. Where- 
upon, not as any. part of payment, but as. 
arecognizance and acknowledgement of 
that'debt and. duty which I owe-to your 
Worſhips, Ipreſumeto ſend you this cenſus 
ing Dilcourſe , being not more plaine in. 
the manner,than true.inthe matter. If you 
ſhall daigne to give it favourable accep-! 
tance, | have whar I deſired', and in - 
hope-thereof (alvaies. prayingfor your-, 


Your Worſbips dutifull Debtors. 
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AAP RP AS TODA IN 
To the indiffexcar Reader. + 


Eager sf the Title of thus books, being The | 
** Anatomic of the Engluh Nunucrie at 

Y Lizbon,doe make thee expett ſome { byrwr- 

Local er, or. pref anud Lebinre 

a defſc led body get we [atifie thee, & [ave 
| thee alabor inreading it;for thou art much 
 degerved:; the Author hereof i a mma of no ſuch Science; 
being better chilled 1nT ackgs, Sheats, Braces, Bowling, hc, 
(range words prrechance to thy underſtanding, aud yet ng 
Eanting) than tn Veines, Sinews, CMnſcles ard Arteries, 
Tet what hee promiſeth by the Title, hee bath performed in 
' the Treatiſe, and hath traly anatamized this handmayd of 
the Where of Baby lon;lajing open her principall veines and 
finewes v {nehb ſort, that he 14 bold tochallengethe proud fþ 
Doettor of her acquaintanca to traduce hid Works, of to take 
bim of the leaft untruth in what he hath written ; for here 
« nothing pubhiſard , but what hu owne Experience, bein 
optima magiſtra., hath taught. bins, and whereof he bath 
$een oculitus teſtis, Only rhe phraſe hee #/eth 14 like hing- | 
ſelfo blunt antbnnelegant ; for, Ex quolibetligno non fit 
Mexcurius: wirky therefore a little at the marhod and [ior 
vey the matter it ſelfe with the wide-open eyes of thy wn- 
der fhaniling, aud fp are not, And if thou be not already ad- | 
diltod too mack toxÞopery ,theu maiff peradaventure , finds || 
a preſervaroue agarnſt we. 35 here 4t preſentorh it l- 
ſelfe to the view of the world ; be it well or ill accepted , it | 
muketh not _ _ for the Author will alwaies cars | 

this comfort abowt bimw, A:good Canicience is a conti- | | 
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ExXa Aving by reaſon of my Calling been 
Lk F oftentimes occaſioned to travcll be- 
% E: © was once (through divers accidents) 

drivcnto have ſome conference with 
in Libon, and the ſole Confeſlor of a Covent | 
of Engliſh Nunnes reſiding in the ſame Citie; 
to abide with him in the houſe, imploying me 
daily in copying out certaine Treatiſes of Obe- 

And after a while having deprived me of meanes 

to depart from him, by taking away my apparel!, 

( of which I was heartily aſhamed ) both hee and 

the Abbeſſe, with ſome other of the Siſters 


yond the Seas : Ir ſo chanced, that I 
Father Seth , alias 1oſeph Foſter, an Engliſh Frier 
who by his ſubtill and wily fetches, cnticed me 
dience, which he had compoſed forthe Nunnes. 
and putting mee into a dilguized fooliſh habit 
( as they call them )) never _— to urge me by | 
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deepe |. 
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. 


dc pe-diflembicd in: reatics and perſwalſion, till I 
hac given conſent to becoine a holy Brother and 
Mile prieſt inthe houſc, for I had ſoone attained 
| to mo; c $ki) inthe R&brick, than every ſbaveling is 
ord.narily accuſtomed to have, and could readily 
a There cre rot (a) find out and know my Maſle by the great Let- | 
; ofew Fiits & | terat the beginning of itz and morethan that, I | 
' Priefts that . 
| have no orher | Could ſing Ave regzna,8Salve ſanttaparens,which 
| meares 10 frd | 35 |earning enough in conſcience far any Abbey- 
their aſe; | 1bber , unlefle hee be too unreaſonable. So that] 


i end when: they | . : 
+ have found ir , | now there wanted nothing to my taking of Or- 


(4 on ders, fave oncly that my minoritic and want of 
_ | yeeres hindred it ; wherefore inthe meane time I 


— 


' arenct able to as | 
conſtrue rw0 | continued in writing over divers books for them, 


| Hero it and amongſt the reſt, the Regiſter of their Houſe, 
| whereby I came to ſome underſtanding of their 
| eſtate, beginning and ſuccefle untill this preſent, 
| ! which for rthefſatisfaCction of the Reader, I thought 
| good to ſet downe as brieſly as I could, betore I 
' proceed any farther, or ſpcake of. their manners 
| and converſation. 
| ; - Firſttherfore forthe Houſe. The Nunstherof 
| dochallenge (and indeed truly) a ſucceſſion from | 
| | the Abbey of Sox in England , now Detonging 
{ b See Stowes | to the Earle of Northumberland, (b) which houſe 
| -—oma_ x | together with znother Monaſteric of Carthnſian | 
—__ Monkes, called S-yne, being both ſcituated upon | 
the Thawes were erected and built by King Henry 
the 5*, at his return from his famous Conqueſt in 
| France. In which two houſes heeſtabliſhedan Or- 
| der, that tothe «nd of the world there ſhould be 
| 


i ae 


analternatc courſe of Praier;ſo that when the one 
had 
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had figiſhed their devotions , the other ſhould in- | 
ſtantly begin. And being thus founded , that of | 
$byne was peopled with Carthnſian Monks, & the 
other with Nuns and Friers of S.Br#/gets Order, 
But whenit pleaſed the Lord of his intinit mercy 
to diſperſe and ſcatter thoſe thick clouds ot igno- | 
rance and ſuperſtition, which had a long time bc- | 
dimmed the eyes, and. darkned the unqerſtanding 
of our foxe-fathers, andithat the glorious light of 
the Golpell began to be more and more relplen. 
dent in thelazter end of the raigne of King Henry 
the 8,then as well theſe Houſes,asall other of the 
like ſuperſtition were ſubverted,& aboliſhed, and 
the people of them either diſmiſſed and ſenthome 
totheir friends, or elſe continuing more obſ(tinat. 
ly in their blind zcalc,cxiled; ſave only ſome few 
who for withſtanding the Kings Supremacie,.re- 
ceived the reward of Traitors. Among w*® Father 
Raynolds the Confeſlor of thoſe Nuns was exccu- 
ted. In memory of whom they have painted his 
Picture & maner of execution upon their Church 
walles, cſtceming him as.a holy Martyr amongſt 
them;as good as cither © S.Campian,or Beatus Pa- 
ter Hlenricas Garnet , although that amongſt the 
leſuites theſe are little leſſe than Saints. 
Afterthedeath of this their ghoſtly father, both 
they & the Carthufians of Shyne tranſlated them- 
ſelves, and divers of their(4)Reliques and trinkets 
beyond the ſeas into Flanders, And the ſucceſlors 
of theſe baniſhed runnagnes, are now the onely 
ſtumpe which remaineth of that huge tree , that 
whilome over-ſprcd and ſhadowed our whole 


is 


them,it mabeth 
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; 
c Althoweh that | 
Campian, 
Garnet, ard | 
ſuch other of the 
leſuiter as dzed 
for Trea/0n, are 
no canon; oft 
Saints ; yet are 
they beatificd by | 
the Pepe,which | 
u the highe/? [ 
ſtep to cancyi- 
Tetion : and c- 
very one of them 
it painted up un © 
the teſaites 
Churches with | 
the Title of 
Beatus Pater, 
d If they cared 
no reliques with 


not much mat- 
cer, for little | 
worth & that 
[cull or dead | 
mans bone , | 
which will not | 
by becommng @ | 
boly Relique , 

1dde ſomerhing | 


Exch "quer. 
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Country : which the Papiſts (in regard theſe two 
houſes had both one foundation, and were as ic 
| were linked andtied the one to the other)do hold 
{ as miraculous , and doc take it as a ſure {igne and 
token of their tuture returne from bani nt ; 
| bond, | (e) nay ſome of the holicſt of our unholy Siſters, 
hone relleth of have not doubted (I thinke in imitation of the old | 
| #7 of theft | Sybils.) to propheſie of another golden age, when | 
| tropheere |... they ſhall againe be inſtalled in So» - but 
hea by ſundiyof Admiranda canunt , ſed non credenda Sorores, 
the 5:jers ups? I know my Siſters at Lxbop for falſe Prophets in | 
*| more things than one. Inthe meane time they of 
$hyne remaine at Macklin.in the Low-countries ; 
| and the Nuns of Sox, after many tranſinigrations 
| | from Szerick-zee to their Brethren at HMacklry , 
and from thence to Rear , doe now reſide at Ziſ- 
{ bon, And this ſhall ſuffiſe for the foundation .of 
the houſe, and the ſucceſle therofrill this preſent, 
| And now(bythe way)it ſhal not be likewiſe much] # 
amiſle for the ſatisfa&'on of ſuch as have not been 
acquainted with Friers bufineſſe,ina word or two. 
to declare the originall of both theſe Orders, and 
from what Patrons they firſt deſcended, For in 
| the Catholique Romaxe Church , amongſt all the | 
diſordcred Orders of ſwarming Locuſts, which 
are almoſt innumerable, there is none but take 
| 


” OW 


their beginning from one ſuppoſed Saint or other: 

and as the reſt ſo theſe. 

{ a Ready Surius | For the Carthwſians ſprung up from (4) one Bru- | 

j 2pon the Uife of | in the Kingdome of France,who is ſaid to have | 

beene preſent at the Funerall of a certaine Prieſt, 

| | reputed for a holy manin his life : but when they 
were 
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were cxecuting the office of the dead for him(ac- 
cording to the uſe of the Papilts) it ſcemed they 
had bcene deceived in their imagination; For 
when the Deacon was come to the Leſſon which 
beginneth ,. Reſponde miki quantas habeo iniquita- 
tes, ec. the dead man ſuddenly ftart up, and ſaid, 
Yocatws ſurs,or acca{atus ſum,chule you whether; 
whereupon they deterred his Obſcquies untill the 
next day , being all amazed at what had hapned; 
when proceeding the ſecond time, and comming | 
tothe fame words againe , the:dead body made 
anſwer , I«dicatws ſum. Then thethird time they 
began their Service, and at the fame Reſpoxde hee 
ſats up and1aid, Condemnatue ſim: wherwith this 


'Brene being ſiricken into an extreame fearce, and 


much troubled,to thinke, that a man fo genera!ly 
repured forholy,ſhould yet be damned; determi. 
ned to.ldada moſt auſtere and ſol:tary lite : and to 
thatend ,| being accompanied with a'few-others, 
wh6 he had moſt pnvie to his purpoſe, he depar- 
ted to a defart ftupendious mountaine called Car. 
thuſia,where he lived(as they ſay) in great regula. 
rity, and from the name of thar hilt they came ro 
be called Carthuſians;andto this day they pretend 
more ſeverity and ſtrictnes of diſcipline than any 
other order of Monks or Friers whatſoever. How- 
beit they remained nor long in ſuch ſolitary and 


-unfrequenred places, but by little and little obtai. 


ned their houſes in cycry great citic and towne, 2s 
magnificent, yea and more ſumptuous than their 
felow- Locufts;witneſle the Char ter-howſe in Lon- 
dow,which was once 4 Cage of theſe wncleane birds, 

B 3 Now 
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| Now for the other houſe of Sj0#.: the Nuns | | 
thereof take their beginning from their holy Mo- | 

| > Reade rhere- | thers (4) Saint Brigez, and her daughter Saint X.4- 
| Brige. / therine. This Saint Briget was of the blood Royall 
| | of Syetia; a woman(queſtionleſſe)of good under. 
| | ſtanding and ſingular memory,bowbei milerably 
| | ſeduced and led away by the {ubtilallurements of 
| her ghoſtly Father , by whoſe perlwaſions and 

| counſell ſhe went to Rome asa Pilgrimezand com- 
| ming before the Pope, ſhe pretended ro have di- | 
vers revelations from,God z amongſt which, one 
| was for the founding of.this Order of Nuns, 
| which was indeed the chicte marke, that both her 
| | ghoſtly Father and ſhe aimed ar. . The reſt of her | 
| pretended inſpirations were: for the reformurgof 
ſundry abuſes mthe-Church, Yea, ſhe ſpared not 
Y | totell the Papes holineſſe of many faultsin him- | 

Y ſelte ;; but bee:(likeagaad blood-hound) quickly 
| ſccated her, & followedherfooring; till he plain- 

| ly exceived trom whom fhe wasſcnt: who(bein, 

A Cllew that might upon diſtaſte prove a Schi 

| | maticke , and make ſome-revolt in thoſe remote 
Countries from the Rowan Church) hee thought | 
beſt to be winked at;zand thereupon condiſcended| 
Ul | unto her requeſt, touching the erecting ofa houſe | 
of this Order, and fo diſmiſſed her. But ſhe lived. 
ul not long after, (whether his Holineſſe had procu-' 
| red ſome modicum to be miniſtred unto her,or no, 
| it is doubtfull) yer-in her daughters daies the buſi- 


KA 


—O—_ 


—— 


| Lneſſe came;to perfetion : and the firſt houſe of 

| this Orderwas ata place called Warfteex in Sweth. 

| land, from whence certaine Nunnes were procu- | 
red, 
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red into Ergland, to propagate their Rules and 
Ceremonies 1n $:0x houſe, when it was firſt built. 
The magniticence of this Covent in former 


Nuns very admirable : at this preſent it is not of 
any extraordinary repute ; neither are the people 
of it for birth and parentage equall to their pre- 
deceſſors,who were wont to be of good deſcent : 
wheras now (ſave only a few )they are Recuſants 
daughters of the meaner ſort,& filly tender-hear- 
ted chamber- maids, y#ho have had the cuſtody of 
ſuch Seminaries and Jeſuites, as reſorted to their 
Maſters houſes in Ex2land, at ſuch times as they 
have beenc mewed up for teare of Croſſe and his 
(a) Dog, and durſt not adventure abroad in any 
of thcir ruMing diſguiſes, to ſecke out for more 
change of paſture; (like father Strange the Jeſuit) 
where, making a vertue(or rather a vice)ot necel- 
ſity, the ghoſtly children have miniſtred to their 
ſpirituall tathers in all things: and by ſuch meanes 
having gotten a clap, divers of them (6) become 
Nuns : and with a rabble of ſuch like ſtuffe, is this 
houſe of $10» much repleniſhed, there being of 
them in all be:wcen 40 8& 50, whcreot onely five 
are ſtrangers, and the reſt all Zzg/:fp, The names 
of ſo many otthemas [ can at. preſent remember, 
I have at the end of the Beoke {ct downe, for the 
ſatisfaction of ſuch as defire to know rhem. 
There are likewiſe three Fricrs, the Confeſſor 
andrwo more; and a ſimple beſotted fel'ow, who 
hath the title of a Familiar : and well may they 


V 


call him ſo; for he will be drunke familiarly foure 
or 


times hath beene by the report of the now-living | 


| 


a 4 perillcaa 
Curre to ſmelt 
out a /eſuit, or 
a Seminar y » 
though they had 
been never /q 
cloſely cooped 
up, 


b It «no great 
miracle for a 
whore to become 
a Nun;nor for & 
Nun to become 
4 whore. 
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a This Flood 
cauſed the !eſu- 
fires at Li5bon 
to ſpend a great 
deale of money 
on Powder, 0n 4 
Feſtruall day, a 
little bejore the 
Powder-cerea- 
ſon in England 
!d have becn 
effeted, thereby 
ro make expert» 
ence of the force 
therof. And alſo 
per/waded one 
lohn How , (« 
merchant whom 
perver- 
ted ) and divers 
other Catholthes 
10. goe over into 
expect thetr re- 
demption there , 


! (as he 6alledit) 


«while. 
b In aft theſe 


| places there are 
| Engliſh Nunne- 


ries, bug none 


[ev have cons 


ttued ever ſince 
the ſunpreſſion 


{of Abbeys in 
1] Englard , [ave 


onely that at 
Lion. 
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or five times every weeke; by reaſon whereof he 
is not appar-lled in any rcligious habir, but goeth 
like an orginary ſecular man,to the end the Houſe 
ſhould be the lefle ſcandalized by him: for now ſo 
many doe not take notice of his drunkenneſſe as 
would, if they ſhould ſee him in a religious habit. 

And rhis is the whole company of tac Houle at 


by what meanes they are brought thither; and by 
whom they are maintained : Jet him know, that 


(a) Henry Flood aJcivit, who is chiefe Agent for 
the tran{porting of Nunnes, both to (b) Bruxels, 
Greveling, Libon,or any other place; and whither 
he plealcth to ſend themthither they muſt goe. If 
they have no portion,and perhaps ſome lirtle ho. þ 
neſty, they are not forthe Jeſuites tooth , Aquila 
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this time : but now if any man demand, how an4 } 


there lurketh in Enzland an arch-Traitour , one | 


zon capit Mnſcas, they muſt packe to Greveling,to 
the poore bare. footed Clares.If they have a (mall 
portion, thar likes notthe Jeſuit neither: a pound | 
of butter.is nothing among(t a crue of hungrie| 
Hounds;nec vacat exiguis rebws adeſſe Iovi;then a- | 
way they trudgeto Luben,where they areallow'd| 
daily five crownes, andtheir bread, and many al 


ood almes beſide is often beſtowed upon them.” 


ng 


dowrie, ah Inferno nulla eft rederptio, there is no | 
plucking them out of the Jeſuites jawes ; they are! 
ſtamped for Bruxels , and thither muſt they goe;' 
where Fitzherbert & his fellow-Jeſtirs wil quick-, 
'ly diſpoſſeſſe them of all worlcly cares and vani-: 
| ties, and (like ſubtill Alchymiſts) refine them our 
| of 
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| of thcir ſilver and golden drofle, imtoa more ſub- 
lime eſtare and condition, and wall cheriſh agd 

| nouriſh them,cven intheir owne boſomes : ſuch a 

{ burning zeale have they towardsthem, 

And this is the manner aftcr which our Recu- 
fants daughters in England are tran(lared into o- 
ther Countries, to take upon them the profeſſion 
of a ſolitary life, and to live in povertie, chaſtitic. 
and obedience ; which, how well they pertorme, |; 
I ſhall now (God willing) in part declare. 

Firſt therefore tor their povertie, I meane of 
the Nuns of $9 , and they profeſle themſelves | | 
the pooreſt of any Engliſh , except them of Saint 
{Clares Order, It is well knowne, that they have 
[ten thouſand pounds at uſe in the Town-houſe of 
Antwerpe; a great part whereot hath beene given 
them by ſundry deceaſed Gentlemen in Flanders 
and Portugal; 8 beſide their yeerly penſion: Like- 
| wiſe when they remained in France, they had the 

cuſtody ofno ſmall ſumme of money, which was | 
{ſcent to them to keep for Door Lopez the Portu- 
[ £eſe, as his reward tor poyſoning our late Queene | 
| Elizabeth of famous memory , which atter that 
; Traitor(having miſled of his intent)was executed, 
' was remitred tothem for an almes, as the Regi- 
| ſter-booke of their houſe, (from whence I had it) 
. ſhameth not to mention. 
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| politicke plodding of their Confeſlor, (a) given [puff | 

| the Jeſuites noſes a wipe of two thouſand pounds, | fabruns fobes 
being the portion of the two daughters of FA.B, | 9dr. 

; Viſcount Ac. whom a Nrn of the Houſe (ſome- | 
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They have likewiſe of late yeares, through the 7 
| Sic figulus 


IO 


b Ignamus 
Loio!a,olame 
ſouldier, a Spa- 
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05 patron of the 
Fopes lant; a» 
ries the Feſuites. 


c Every mil- 
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times a Chambermaid of their fathers) had enti- 

ccd from the Jeſuits. For which, and ſome other 
like trickes about a Portugeſe Gentlewoman, the | 
poſterity of lame ® 7gnatzs could almoſt find in ! 
|rhcirhearts tore-aſſumerhcir Patrons firſt profeſ.. | 
fon, & vi gh arms, to take revenge upon that old 
hypocritical Fricr,which durſt preſumetobe bet- | 
ter ſtudied in Nic, Mechiavilthanthemſelves: yea 
they ſo threatned him once, that he durſt not goe 
' abroad, leſt they ſhould worke him a milſchiefe, 
| Moreover,they have adaily penſion of 5 crowns, 
and Wheat more than ſufſeth to ſpend in the 
houſe. They have Vincyards,Olive- felds, Corn- 
ground and houſes, to the value of foure hundred 
© mil-rets by the yeerc , which was the portion of 
the Portugelſc atorcſaid, whom(being ſole heireto 
her father,a man of great wealth)they perl! waded: 
to become a religious (iſter intheir Covent. What. 
ſhould I ſpeak of the ſale of their Maſſes, I meane 
the revenues in generall of the Sacriſta or Reve- 
ſtrie? where, though there be but three Prieſts of 
them,and therefore but three Maſles;and that ne- 
'yer but upon Feſtivall dayes, for the Confeſſor 
; himſelte will not ſay Maſſe upon a work-day, yet 
they will take mony of twenty men,and tell every. 
one they will ſay for him.. Then have they their 
Foxes ſcnt forth inthe 1ndias and Braſilzan ſhips, 
with 'S. Brizets image upon them; to which, in a 
ſtorm rhe poore blinded people will contribute 11- 
bera'ly;& Scea-menthat goe on ſuch long voiages 
will take up a moneths pay or two aforchand,and 
( eive it for Maſſes to be ſaid for. their good _ 
ceſle, 
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ceſſe. I have knownethis in on yeere worth fixc 
| hundred »4/-rezs unto them. Divers other meanes 
| they have to get money : as by putting agood 
ſumme into the hans ot a couple of young Mer- 
chants, whom they have perverted to their Reli- 
jon : and theſe mendeale forthem under a co- 
{ Tour. So that I may boldly ſay, (for I have heard 
| Foſter himſelfe ſpeakeit , and I have partly ſcene 
! it)thatallcharges and expenſcs ofthe Houſe being 
payed, they doe yecrely lay up * fixe hundred 
pounds, For the filver that inſhrineth their Re- 
liques,and for their Church-place,I knownor how 
to value it; butir is withont doubt both ptencifull 
and maſhe ; for there bee few of their rotten Re. 
liques but are ſctin ſilver. They have two armes 
of Themes of Canterbury, notwithſtanding all his 
bones were burned in England,when Popery was 
ſuppreſt;ſo thacthey will make of him a Briarews, 
or a centimanus Gygas, as doubtleſle he was in his 
life, a very obſtinate Prelate to his Prince. And 
for Saint Yrſula, (hee muſt needs be a diva trifor- 
m#,0r a triceps Heccate ; for they have one of her 
; heads ; and there isanother of them at Collen,and 
the third at Rome. Thenhaue they the bones of S, 
' Bridget and her daughter, and ſundry Reliques of 
| Saint Anguftine,from whoſe ruletheirsis derived, 
; There is * the milke of our Lady, the blood of 
' Hales,which was held {o precious in En2land;and 
: ( fir reverence ) there is a piece of old Þ Tyborne, 
| which the Jcſuites Role away out of England, be-! 
; Cauſe it had bcene honoured by ſo many of their 
| brethren , which is had in little leſfe eſteeme then 
; C 2 the 
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/maſl ſumme of 
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ſhire, that are 
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them that are 
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b Atthough they ' 
cannot «bide the | 
leſuites,yet they | 
love their Galt- | 
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the holy Croſle: for (ſay they) as the Maſter died 
on that, ſo his Diſciples died upon this. And theſe 
areall ſer in ſilver,and richly adorned, Then have 
theyalittle chuldsleg,which I think they may cru. 
ly call as they do; forthey ſay itis a leg of the 1x- 
nocents; and doubtles ſo it is, tor Icould (it I were 
c Saxaipſa | inthe houſe) go very neere (c) aplace in a Wall, 
eabeſque 19+ | where I could fetch out both legs and armes ef 
quentur. . . , ; 
poore innocent baſtards, which _ evidently 
prove, that there is knaverie in dawbing, 

| And having hereby given a ſufficient inſtance 
of their proverty,I wil now proceedto ſpeaka lic- 
| tle of their chaſtity; which is as ſcarſe and penuri. 

ous,as their povertie 1s _ Neither can it 
| be otherwiſe ; for they have Sodom provocations 
to Sin, Pride, Fulneſſe of bread, and abundance 
| of Idleneſſe, As for their Pnde, though it be not 
| outwardly in gorgeous and curious attire, yetare 
| they poſiciſed with avain-glorious pride of hypo. 
| crilie,and diſſembled ſanity. Fortheir fulneſſc of 
| bread, who knoweth not that they (like the Ca- 
terpillers of Egypt ) doe cate up the fat and beſt 
| fruits of the Land? for what the Purveyorsof the 
| 7ice-roy have forſaken inthe market(as too deare) 
| { Thave knowne the Catonr of this houſe to buy at 
; unreaſonable rares for their ghoſtly tathers table, 

| and for ſuch of his Chickens as he moſt afteRed: 
whoſe greateſt (and indeed only) care is, to prove 

; Skilful inthe confeRtion and dreſling of ſuch dain- 

' ty Cates as may belt pleaſe their wanron palates. 

| And well dothey manifeſt the abundance of Idle- 
_ that is iathem,when at ſundry times playing 
| upoh| 
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upon their Inſtruments for their Fathers recreati- 
on , they ſing him ribaldrous Songs and Jiggs, as 


that of Bonny Nell, and ſuch other obſcene and | 


ſcurrilous Ballads, as would makea chaſte eare to 
glow at the hearing of them, and which I would 


ſcarſe have believed would have procceded out 
of their mouthes, had I not heard them with my * 


| owne cares. = : 
And now againe for the Houic : whercas all 0- | 


ther Religious Houſes are under the Juriſdiction | 


of Provincialsof their ownOrder mediate,and un- 


der the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe e9mmedlate,yer this | 


is not ſubjected to cither : For as fora Provinciall 
they have none, in regard thereare no morc hou. 
ſes of that Order, neither would the Archbiſhop 
of Lisbow take them into his juriſdiction at their 
firſt coming into Portugal, fearing leſt that being 
ſtrangers , and at that time pretending want and 
poverty,he ſhould afterward be driven to ſuſtaine 
and relicve them; they being forbidden to beg by 
their rule : and ſo he put them off with a #0» zov; 
vos, telling them he never knevv nor heard that 
(4) frayles y freiras , Friers and Nuns ſhould keep 
& dwcltogether al ſ#b eodems teffo,under the ſame 
roofc. Whereupon they were conſtrained to en- 
tertaine that famous Arch-leluite Father Parſons 
to betheir Sollicttor tothe Pope, who then tooke 
them into his protetion , & appointed his Nupcio 
apoſtatics, reſident in Lbom, to haye the care and 
charge of them : and he againe being bribed and 
preſented with gifts by Father Foſter, & dwclling 
far from the houle, 15 ſatisfied with what hee tel- 


| 
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leth him, and never commeth to viſit the Nuns as 
| he ought, andto enquire and demand their grie- | 
| vances; butpermitteth him to.play rex over them 

at his own pleaſure. Whercuponatis pittifull and | 
| wiſcrablero behold the condition of theſe filly ſe- 
, duced women:for they neither dare nor can com- 
| Plaine toany body , being ſeldome permitted to 
ſpeak eventothemthatare ofthe houſe as well as } 
| themſelves, but only at ſuch times when the Ab- 
beſle is preſent : except itbe ſhe-that keepeththe 
| Grate, and ſomeothers that are in ofticeamonglt | 
them ; and theſe are all the yonger and more per- 
ſonable Women, being by this Foſters politique 
| coptriving ſo placed of purpoſe, thatby and with 
| them he may-the more freely enjoy the ſcope of 
his laſcivious and ſacrilegious defire. And theſe 
women having predominance over the others 
or whom want of beauty and favour hath made deſ- 
picable inthe eyes of this old Sion , doe (accor- 
ding to the paſſionateneſle of their mindes) more 
and more vex their poore fellow-priſoners. For it 
| is the ſubtilty of this perfidious wretch , to ſet 
them at variance among themſelves, and to cauſe 
them to accuſe one another, to th'intent they 
ſhou'd not dareto truſt one another withthe com. | 
plaint of their giiefes; and ſo whilſt they remaine 
ina jealouſie of cach others ſecrecy and aide,they 
ſhould never be able to contrive any meanes to 
treethemſclves from this thraldome. 

Atthis ſtay doth he keep them: and not ſo con- 
tent, he will make themto Article one againſt rhe 
| | [other in writing. It was my chance one day to find 

a 
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a paper of theſe Articles in a walke in the Friers 
Garden,which had unawares falne from him; be- 
ing drawne by one Siſter Anne,alias 1oſepha Bing - 


ham,againſt Siſter S#ſan 3acon: Whereln the ſaid | Ss 
Siſter (b) Suſan ſtood acculcd, tor blaming her hub yo 
ghoſtly Father, and the Abbeſle and Priorcile of were examined 
partiality to ſome ot their children more than to. you _ 
+ any that ſhe had upbraided this ſiſter 19ſe- | fared to be free 
pha(being a deare darling of Father Fofters)ot too | from ſuch a ty- 
much familiarity with Father Garxet the Powder — 
Traitor, (c) whoſe carctull keeper ſhee had of a rel of homible 
long time been,when he lurked in Eng/and at her  <u/rr: Afer To 
M*® houſe. Alſo that another of her ghoſtly Fa- '{:pha @ 3 frur 
thers minions had a baſtard by a Prieſt in England defender of the | 
(whoſe name becauſe ſhe is lately dead,l wil pale | prmmn an 
over infſilence) and that if ſhee had beene a little | which hapned 

| morchoneſt, & alittle leſſe perſonable, ſhe ſhould | ouch ageadme 
not have been one of the upper Regiment. With | ;jve, athoughit | 
this and a great deale more of ſuch like ſtuffe was | be now prove1 a 
this paper tarſed;and with theſc and the like accu- | bon po 
ſations one of another,are theſe lilly women daily | 

buſted. - So that I have gencrally obſerved inthe | 

ſuperiours of this houſe an cgregrious neglect and ; 

contempt of thceirrule and vowed profethon : and | 

inthe reſt an extraordinary maligning and enyy-. 
ing _ one another, And ſo much the beiter 
cou'd I obſerve this and all other my narrations, 
by how much I grew.to be a more neere and daily 
attendant about the Confeſſorzfor atlength,what 
with my long continuance in the houſe , and the 
ſmall ſuſpect they had of my forſaking them, and 
what for want of one to ſerve him at al occaſions, I | 


by 93 became 
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|uſeth to dine and ſup , having his meat ſerved him 
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became to be oftentimes admitted even into his | 
privat houſe of iniquity, where he uleth to ſit and ' 
heare the confeſſions of the Nuns. In which houſe | 
being very dark, there is agrate of ironthat look- 

eth intothe Nuns partition or ſide; and this grate | 
(howſoever it ſeeme ſubſtantiall & firme)may be, | 
and is with a leight.caſily taken out, whereby the | 
ſiſters have free egreſle & regreſle into his cham- 
ber whenrhey liſt,and he tothem:torthe Abbefle 
hath her bed not far from his Crate, where there 
is alſo a chimney ſo convenient that he may take 
che benefit of the fire into his roome, in which he 


by the Nun,througha wicket in the wall: & when 
he is merrily diſpoſed,(as thatis not ſeldom)then 
muſt his darling K ate K nightly play him a merry 
fit,and ſiſter ary Zrook,or ſome other of his late- 
come Wags muſt ſing him one bawdy ſong or 0- 
thcrto digeſt his meat. Then after ſupperit is uſu. 
all for him to reade alittle of Yenus and Adons,the 
| Jeſts of George Peele, or ſome ſuch ſcurrilous | 
| Book: for thereare few idle Pamphlets printedin | 
' Enzland which he hath notinthe houſe, being ci- | 
; ther brought over to his ſonne Peter, the drunken 
; Familiar aforeſaid , by Seamen: orelſe happen- | 
| ing intothe hands of Father Newman an Engliſh | 
Prieſt, who hath an office in the Inquiſition houſe * 
to peruſe all Englzſh books that are brought into | 
| L5540n, And he, Itruſt, ſhall have the fight of 
| this, wherein if he uſe agood conſcience, hee | 
| muſt needs teſtifie with mee the truth of many | 
; things herein conta'ned ; for he 1s one that knows | 
more | 
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more of theſe people than any but themſelves,or 
ſome that have lived amongſt them. 
If I ſhould repeateall their unchaſt praQiſes, I | 
ſhould make the Chritian Reader bluth at them: | 
or if I ſhauldtetHlof all theobſcene bawdry which 
I have ſcene, I might recount as many iereligious | 
prankes as would fill a great Volume : butit ſhall | 
ſuffice for the $kilfull by the length of their toot, | ; 
to judge of the proportion of their whole body, | 
And now for their Obedicnce, being the third | 
and laſt part of their Vow ; I will not go about to | 
uſe any Theologicall definitions or proofs, to tell | 
what Obcdicnce is, and how it ought to bee per. | 
formed ; for it is beyond my element, and the | 
Coblers checke ſhall be my warning , I will not 
goe witra crepidam + but as I firſt determined, ſo 
I will proceed; that is, to declare in what fort 
they performe their vow of Obedience;referring | 
it to the cenſure of the judicious, whether they | a,yer von | 
doe well or no. for his own «n( 
It is certainthat theſe ſilly women thns muzled |. 72, {ovke 1 
in blindneſſe,do live in very ſervile obedience un- | /o hath hee done 
to their Supcriours; andin ſuch ſort, that without [#7 cortainme- 
ſtanding to diſcuſſe or examine the thing that is | ;;, pan 
comanded them,whether itbelawfull or ro,they | which be reque- 
wiltreadily performe it. Fortheir ghoſtly father |{*4/4t%r 1ohn 
hath compoſed ſundry Treatiſes for them of O- Englijh ye Fox 
bedience, wherein hee pronounceth no teſſe than |! 5r. Rocks in 
damnation for the leaſt ſcruple or heſitation in the} _ co —_—_ 
rformance of their ſuperiours commands, And |eiag gelded 
ere let metell the aforctaid (4) Tather Newman, [wiſe « the 
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him, which is this : Having made theſe bookes of 
Obedience, he cauſed me to write them out faire, 
'omitting in many places a leafe, and in ſome two | 
' or three together , which contained any falſe do- 
| rine.and unallowable perſwaſions to draw them 
to obedience in unlawfull things;and being finiſh. | 
ed in this ſort, he brings them to Father Newmas | 
to be ſigned with his approbation and teſtimony, 
that there was nothing in them repugnant to the 
Catholique Faith z which being done, hee then | 
interſerteth and ſoweth in the aforcſaid omitted | 
leaves, and ſo delivereth them to his daughrers to ' 
| be practiſed, who take the approbationar the end 
; of the book fora ſufficient warranty ofall the do- | 
| Qtrine therein contained, And this 1s a principall 
' furtherance to his ſacrilegious luſts : for I am ve. | 
| rily perſwaded thatnot oneamongſt them wil(for 
feare of being diſobedient) refuſe to come to his | 
Led whenſoever he commands them: & that they 
doe ſo, I have manifeſtly ſcene and knowne. For 
when I have bin his Chamberlaine inthe abſcnce | 
and times of drunkennes of the Familiar aforeſaid, 
having a Key tothe chamber doore, I have come 
ſometimes unawares early in a morning , when 
one might have ſcene as great a miracle as Scog- 
#inſpake of when hee toukea Friera bed with a 
whore,and called one tofee a wonder,viz.a Frier 
with foure legs. And now I will a little digreſſe 
to aske a queſtionof my 7gnatirs , who are the 
chicfe teachers and allowers of equivocation and 
mentall evaſion z whether thelc kinde-hearted 
(ſoulcs, being profeſſed Nuns, and having vowed 
never | 


| Numeyat Lich. 


their vow or no, in comming through a grate 2 If 
{ they ſay they did : why, their ghoſtly Farher will 
{ diſpence with their vow: but ifthey ſay they did 
not; (asI thinke they will) whatthen 2 Marry I 
think that when their black Synagogues at Rome, 
Valladolid,and Sivill doe (ſend forth their locuſts 
into England,and they chance to bait by the way 

at Lwbon, as they doe oftentimes, they delerveto 
enter commons with old Father Seth for their le- 

gitimation of the ation, And to the end that no 

man ſhould doubt, bur a Jeſuic hath a carnall afte- 

Rion, as well asa ſpiritua!l, to any of his ghoſtly 

children, it ſhall not be amifle to interſcert a merry 

| Tale for the Readers recreation, of one Father 

Strange an Engliſh Jcſuite, as it was reported for 

table talke by a Nun of this houſe to her ghoſtly 

Father; ſhe having then beenea chamber-maid in 
the place where it was done. 

This Father Strange was a yong man, and had 
becn lately before profeſlt mh ricſted among the 
; Jeſuits:and being come of —— friends,8& tender- 
' ly brought up in England, he fell very lick ſliort- 

ly after his profeſſion, perhaps by realonof the un. 
. wholſomncſle of the ayre, which neither at Rowe 
' nor Yalladolid is very pleaſant ; wherupon he ob- 

tained licenſe of the Refor to goe into England, 
| where he hoped both to recover his health,and to 
; imploy his talent of Prieſthood , for the reducing 
of Hercticksto the Catholike Church of Rowe. 
' And being arrived , he tooke up this Nuns Ladies 


| Chamber for one of his places of rendezvors : 
D 2 . where 


never to come over the threſhold , did breake 
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where it fo fcll our, that as this ſiſter Aw#z«(for that 
is her name) ſate ſowing with her back to her La- 
dies back,and the Jeluirs, who-were fitting by the 
| fire, fhechanced to looke upon a'great Looking- 
= which hung right before her, wherein ſhe ce. 

mu whar paines the late ſicke Jcſuire tooke to 

ive her Lady : neither had he ended his ſhrift, 
before:ke alſo eſpied her looking in the glaſle;and 
ſuſj a ſhe had feen all,(as indeed ſhe had) 

[ s Shremight | 6 he took her afide in private, and told her that he 
ob Loney | was fleſhand blood, and could abſtaine no more 
| foould rruft ro | than another man , alchough at his profcfiion hee 
when ſoee ws: 4) had yowed chaſtity : ahd uling many perſwaſions 
feenes ſhe was | £0 wit hertobe ſecret; he promiſed her,thar if ſhe 
«- 2d a her ſtood in need of a ghoſtly Father to abſolve her 
| _—_ d _—_ from any of her ſweet (ins, (as he called theſe) he 
Father Foſter | would be the man ſhould do ir; neither ſhould her 


| 

| « 9 e004 ax #he | penance be over-burthenſome unto her. 
| 

| 


H_—_ By which may appeare both the carnall affei- 
on of a Jcſuit,and the chaſtand ſober converſation 
of a profeſt Nun and her ghaſtly Father : of the | 


| Icſuit in doing ir; of her, in notſhaming to tell itas ' 
| a tale for recreation; and of the old Fornicator,in 
making himſclte merryat the hearing of it; yea, 

and reporting it agaigeinhis jolly humour, to my | 

ſelfe, and one Father /#014an a Frier of the houſe, 

among a great ſort of fuch like invettives which | 

| he uſed againſt the Jeſuits,becauſe,a line before Þ | 

came away, they went about (if it had beene pol- | 
ſible)to extrude the ſucceſſion of any more Friers 

| inthe Houſe, and to bring it under their governe- 

| ment z which I believe they will e're long effect. 

For | 


——_— 
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| ſembling, that he was grown inſentible of (in; ac- 


For I was told by an Engliſh Jeſuit at the Court 
of Spaine, that father Foſter is bound unto the Je- 
ſuirs,never toordaia any more Friers jathe houſe, 
that ſo for want of fucceſſors, it may of force fall 
intotheir hands z and upon this condition the Jc- 
fuires permit him to live quietly ; which, if hee 
ſhould not obſerve, they would quickly informe | 


know well enough. And it it be ſo (as like it is) 
the Nuns have no knowledge thereof, for he fee. 
deth them with hope of making new Brothers, 
which they ſee.ne carneſtly to with for : (4) and 
they would often tel] me, they hopede're long to 
{ce mee a profelt brother of the Covent : but it 
pleaſed God to diſpoſe better for me, and nor to 
{ſuffer me tobe any longer lulled in ſin and ſuper- 
ſtition : for after I had beenc two yeares ani an 
halte withthem,I found amcanes to free my ſelte 
from them , before I had made any profeſſion or 
yow of Religion, either to that ox any other Or- 


againſt him of ſundry of his prankes, which they | 


der : for I plainly ſaw, that theſe were led by a | 
wrong guide, who was ſo deepe plunged , and | 
had « entinued ſo long inall wickedneffe and dil- ; 
| 
cording to that ſaying , Conſuetude peccands, tolit | 
ſenſe peccati. For he ſhamed nor,under pretext of 
Religion, to perſwace a yorg man, a Merchant in 
Lisbon, (one How doe you c:ll him) to d: fraud his ' 
» owne elder brother of his eſtatc 5 which matter 
was thus cffe&cd, 
Theſe two brethren were by profeffion Jewel 

ers,und 2dyentured their ſtocke joyntly tog« ther: 


D 3 the | 


2 The Nunnes 
thought ſurely 
it ſbould be /o, 
and if he did nor 
meane /0, yet [ 
was loth to truſt 
toit,in regard 0 
ks daily earneſt- 
ee//e with mee 
concerning that 
matey. 


b Theſe two 
Bretien arc 
hit ling iN 
Lisbonu at this 
me <rt,and well 
FOTYYC tO moſt 
Enzliſhmen that 
we Pony 11, 
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| 
the yonger brother (for that he was a Batchelor) 
being factor for it beyond the ſeas. At length ha-} 
ving made many good returnes, hee tooke up his 
abode in Lubox,as a place moſt convenient for his 
trade; and falling into familiarity with this father 
Fofter,and father Flood a Jeſuit, who then lived in 
Lubex,they periwaded him to become a Romane 
Catholike , and ſo ſoone as he could get his bro- 
| thers ſtock againe into his hands, to ns him- 
ſelfe ſuch; which he accordingly did : and ſo (be- 
ing inſtruſed by them, that it was meritorious to 
couzen an Hereticke, as they account all Prote- 
ſtants) defrauded his brother, and would come to 
no accompts with him , relying upon the ſuppor- 
tation of theſe Hypocrites,on whom he beſtowed 
| liberal almes;giving them many faire piftures for 
| their Church, and a Horſe of 20 mil-rew price, ro 
fetch home their proviſions to the Houſe, beſides | 
divers other things: whilſt inthe meane time his 
brother was undone, and could get nothing at his 
hands by law, in regard hee was a Proteſtant. 
| Whereupon hee was faine ro petition in England 
| for redreſſe many times, & yet could not prevaile | 
to recover any thing: yea,he refuſed to come into | 
his owne Countrey , or to obey the command of | 
the Councell, in giving ſatisfation for what hee 
had in his hands. At length the Lord Roſſe com- 
ming Ambaſſador into Spaize , and ſtaying by the 
way at L#bon, (where hee landed) decided the 
matter betwixt them ; and articles of agreement 
| were drawne by Father Newman, which my ſelte - 
afterward wrote out faire for them : the tenour 


q 
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whereof was this in effect: That cither ofthe bro- 
thers ſhould by a day prefixed , bring in a juſt ac- | 
count of all debts duc unto them,as likewile of all 
debts which either of them ought : alſo that they 
ſhould bring in all ſuch monies and goods as did 
aty way astheir owne belong unto them:and that 
they ſhould both depoſeand {weare,that they had | 
truly laid open their eſtates. And this being done, 
their debts which they ought, were to be paid out 
of the whole ſumme, and the debts which were | 
owing to then, were to beadded unto it ; and {6 
they to ſhare equally betwixt them whatſoever 
remained, that by this meanes their eſtates might 
be both alike. Now a few daics before this was 
to be put ineffcct,the yonger brother knowing his 
eſtate to be far better than the others, commeth 
very penſively to his ghoſtly father old Foſter for 
'counſell ; who inſtructed hrm to come to the Ab- 
befle, and ſome other of the Sifters at their grate, 
where they uſe to talke with ſtrangers, & there to 
tellthe that he was weary of the troubles & vex- 
ations which attended a Merchants life: and ther- 
fore he would renounce the world, and become a 
religious man : and ſecing that God had beſtowed | 
ſufficient wealth on him, he could doe no better, 
than to impart it tothem ; being ſuch holy Saints 
as had prefer'd that kind of life ina ſtrange coun- 
try. before all worldly content in their own. And 
thereupon at his fained requeſt, they ſent their 
horſe to his houſe, and had him laden backe with 
plate, jewels and mony,which my ſe'fe helped ro 
take from the Horſe backe, and carry into $. | 
Cell. 
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.beſſe ſend for their run child , giving him | 
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Cell.He had likewiſe atrhat time a great quantity 
of Cochepnill in ſundry bags, being at leaſt tourc- 
tcene or fifteene weighs , ainounting to 
no ſmall ſumme ofmony, which he had alittle be- 
fore bought of the 1ndiap Fleet , who that yeere, 
and about that time pur into Leben ; and this was 
bronght into the Nunnery by night our of the 
Ships, to defraud the t.ing of his right, and was 
under a colour, together with the other things , 
given to the Siſters of the Houſe. By which 
dealing he ſo imbezeled his eſtate, that when his 
Brother and he came to an accompt, there remai- 
ned little or nothing for him to receive; being 
by this meanes defrauded of all hee ſhould have 
had. When as preſently after this concluſion was | 
made betweene them, Father Foſter and the Ab- 


— 


thankes for the goed will he had to beſtow his 
eſtate upon them : but they told him, (as was be- 
fore determined) that ſo much mony and wealth ! 
was an hinderance to their devotions ; and there. 
fore they requeſted him to have it away againe: 
to which he fobne condiſcended ; telling them , 
that now alſo his chieteſt troubles were overpaſt, 
(meaning , becauſe hee had done with his Bro. 
ther) and that he percetved it was not Gods'will 
to, make him ſo happy , as (ſuch another youth ) 
Father Nicholas Price, who awhile before, of 
a Merchant, became a Dominican Frier : and 
therefore he would live as aforctimes ; and when 
hee died, hee would bequeath all hee had to the 


Church : and thereupon tooke home all his eftate 
age, 
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againc, after hee had by theſe equivocatipns and 
evalions defrauded his brother, 

And now leſt this Treatiſe ſhould riſe to an 
over-big Volume, I will haſten to an end , atter I 
have ina few words ſet downe the manner of my 
departure from them, which was thus: 

After I had continued with them for the ſpace 
of two yearcs and a halfe,and had plainly percei- 
ved, that all their outward ſhew of holinelle was 
nothing but difſtmulation, hypocrifie, and luſttull 
Gocrilepe , I began to conſider in what a miſcra- 
ble eſtatc I ſhould be, if God ſhould at that time 
call me out of the world;tor I could well lay with 
the Poet, ideo meliora,proboque,deteriora ſequor:1 
ſaw & allowed of the beſt way, yet followed the 
warſt: at length the fearc of my ſoules health,and 
a naturall affection to my kindred and country (© 
wrought with me,that Iwaxed rcſ{olute in my de- 
termination of torſaking them : but not knowing 
how to cffe& my purpoſe without hazard of my 
life(for they would have poyſoned mc. if they had 
knowne I would.have gone from them,becaule I 
ſhould not betray theirfſecrcts ) it came in my 
mind to draw out certaine Articles in manrer of 
an information againſt them, which I tho:1ght to 
.exhibitto the chicte Inquiſitors of the Citic, And 
this might have beene very dangerous unto me, if 
they. ſhould not have proceeded according to E- 
quity; of which I was doubtfu'], fearing that * ma- 
ny great men of other Monaſtcries! being perhaps 
in the ſame predicament) would have ſtgnpedthe 
courſe of Juſtice , propter R——_ Monaſtice m_ 
| £ or 
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grave his Mg- 
tives for forſg- 
king the Car- 
thuſim Monks, 
and Ramiſh Re- 
ligton,a'ter he | 
had bin twenty | 
yeeres proſeſ/cd. | 
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| jor the credit of a Monaſticall life, as is many 
times done : yet notwithſtanding I was reſolved 
to undertake this courſe, and had provided my 
Articles,which were theſe : 

1. Thas Father Seth, alias Joſeph Foſter,the Con- 
| feſſor of the Engliſh Nunnes of S* Bridgets Order in 
Lisbon,did compell divers youths his countrymen ,a- 
gain} their wils to remaine with him in the houſe : 
who if they had any good affeFion to the Romiſh Ca- 
tholike_ faith before they came there , were ſoone 
| brought into diſlike of it,by reaſon of the if govern- 

ment which ts uſed in the = q And of this fort I 
could have inſtanced in twenty,who within a few 
yecres have bin recorded in their Regiſter-book, 
for Apoſtate run.awayes. * | 

2. He would daily without any companion 20 into 
the Nunnes Cloiſter or ſide,and remaine there halfe a 
day tozether, yea and ſometime ſit and dine at their 
| Table with them, but every + in their fight, which 
6 expreſly againſt their Rule. And this I could have 

proved by the teſtimony of divers Porrygeſes our 
neighbours,who frequenting the houſe, have of- 
| tentimes obſcrved and ſeene him going in, and 


m— 
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comming forth, and have ſpoken of itto my ſelfe 
and others. Alſo the Nunnes themſelves would 
have avouched it upon their examinations, 
3. He hath in hu Cell, where he heareth their con-| 
Yy feffion,a Grate,which I can ſhew how he uſeth to take 
downe with a ſleight, thorow which the Nunnes paſſe | 
to his bed by nizht. And for the further avouchi 
of this, I would have broughtinthe drunken fami- 
| liar aforeſaid, who will many times in his —_— 
08 | tell 
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tell how he hclped to make it firme, againſt a time 
when there was a vification intended bythe Pope; 
| Nuncio, and expected by them of the Houle , al | 
though it was not performed. | 

4+ That in many yeeres paſt there never came any | 
V :iſitour tothe Houſe ,t0.examine underſtand their 
grievances;neither have they any Ceafeſſ or extraor- | 
dinary ,as all other Religious hane,to who they might 
freely complaine of therr Superiours oppreſſions. And 
this needed ſmall proofe, for it would toone have 
been apparanr enough of it ſelfe. 

5. Through his politike plotting he cauſeth whom 
he liſt to be eletied Abbeſſe(tor they hold their pla- 
ces but three yeeres) end her to diſpoſe of the houſe 
es bee thinketh good. This alſo the Nunnes them- 
{clves would quickly complaine of, if they had 
one to heare their complaint. 

6. That my ſelfe (being divers times called into 
the Nunns partition or ſide,to helpe them to nayle up 
boards,ſet up their Vines in the walkes of their Gar- 
dem, do (uch like things which women could not (0 
well ds) did chance to make a hole iy a hollow place in 
| 4 wal (which had bin latelier daubed up then thereſt) 
| 10ſet up a ſpar to wnderprop the Vines ; ont of which 
' hole I pul 'd ſundry bones of ſome dead children, and 
left many more remaining bebind. And this the 
place it ſcIfe would teſtihe to be true. 

Having thus provided my Articles in a readi- 
neſſe,I abſented my ſelfe from helping the Prieſt 
at Maſſe that day, who being ready to gointothe 
Church,and miſſing me,was faine to rake another 
Clerke,whilſt I walked up and downe my Few 
| E 2 er 
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| ber, witha reſolute mind to depart the houſe, At 
| length commeth Father Feſter,(for he uſed every 
day to viſit me at unawares,to ec if Fe could find 
me writing of any thing that diſliked him)8& eſpi- 
cd upon my table (which I had negligent'y for- | 
| got)a blotted Copy of my Articles,being the firſt 
, draught of them : which when 1 ſaw himtake up, | 
I proflercd to ſpatch out of his hand, but miſled of 
my purpoſe; andthe1upon went down the ſtaires, 
' and {o tooke my way out atthe gates : but he (ha- 
ving ſoon perceived to whom they were directed) 
| followed me amaine, and quickly overtooke me, 
yea even before I was paſt his owne wals; and de-| 
manced of me what I meant by ſuch doings; Itold | 
| him my intent ; and bade him peruſe the Articles | 
| at large,giving hima faire copy of them out of my 
| boſome, where I had three or foure more. 
| Pur as ſoone as he had read them, he waxed pale 
as aſhes, & was ſo terrified, that he began earneſt. 
ly to intreat me, that I ſhould not proceed in my 
purpoſe, and told me, that if I would be ſecret, I 
{ould have his good will to depart ; whereof be. 
ing glad, I not onely promiſed, bur performed ſe- 
crccie,(although indeed I ought nor to have dore 
it) not bewraying any of his prankes to my necreſt 
acquaintance and friends ; untill ſuch time as ha- 
ving occaſiona few moneths aftcrto be at Lxbos | 
againe, he ſuſpc&ed me unjuſtly of telling tales of | 
h;!s houſe; & meeting me one day in the ſtreer, he 
called meto him, & told me, that if I did not pre= 
ſently depart the Citie, he would have my throat 
| cut, Vpon which his devilliſh ſpeech I could not 
X refrain | 


| 
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refrain any longer,butin the openſtrectTtold him | 
of many ot his ungodly actions which came to the | 
hearing of divers of our Nation, being men of | 
good quality, wheroffome have teſtified in Eng. | 
{and to honorable Perſonages in my behalte how | | 
ready and willing I was to avouch and maintaine | Y 
whatſoever is herein contained, and much more : # 
which(although it be here omitted) I am'ready at 
all rimes truly to declare and fer forth tor the fa- | 
tisfaction of all that deſire it:but ſpecially for ſuch | 
as have cither Daughters or Kin{women in that 
houſe,in whoſe behalf I am bound ro antreat their 
frienc's to entcr into afarther {carch of their miſe. 
rable cftate and condition; and'(having found my | 
wordstruc)toule meanes, it ir be poflible, to tree 
them from ſuch horrible and ſacrilegiousrapine 
and ſpoile; themfelves not being ab!e to ſend ary 
| word thercof, becauſe all their Letters mult begi- 
ven to him to be ſent into. England; which it they 
containe any thirg contrary to his mind, ſhall ne. 
ver be ſent: for he will peruſe them; And likewiſe 
when their friends ſend to them, the Letters mult 
firſt come to his hands, whercin allo if there be a- 
ny thing that he miſlikes,(for he wilt breake them | 
all up)they ſhall never know of it, And.here I will 
conclude, hoping that the friendly Chriſtian Rea- 
der wilbe no way ſcandaliz'd with any thing here- 
in contained. But as for the curious-and captious, 
(eſpecially Romaniſts )if they tax me tor any thing 
l have written, let them know,]I havedone neither. 
them nor any of their ſect any wiong in publiſhing | 
the truth. If any of them amongſt theſe infuing | 
| names. 
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names finde cither a Siſter or Kinſwoman, or 
Friend, let him ſigh to thinke on their miſery, and 
\ | uſe his beſt indevours ro free them. I have nat ſet 
.| downeall their names , becauſe I cannot well call 
them to remembrance; neither are many of theſe 
chriſten names the ſame which they had in Eng- 
land,it being uſuall at the Biſhops conbrmarion to 
take what name they will: as alſo ſome of the ſir- 
' nN2Wes are not their true names indeed;for the Pa- 
| piſts do many timeschange theirnames: but there 
are few of theſe which are not right; and howſo- 
ever,they arc knowne to their friends by theſe. 


The Friers of the Houſe. 
Seth,alias Joſeph Foſter , Confellor. 


lohan Vivian, 
Nicholas Barrowes, two Pricſts. 

| Feter Conſul, a Familiar;that is,a Lay-brother,but 
a drunken one, God knowes. 


The Nunnes of the Houſe. 


Barbara Wiſeman, Abbeſle. 
Anne Wiſeman, Prioreſle. 
Elizabeth Hart , Chantreſle. 
| Anne Wharton, Trealureſſe. 
cAnne,alias oſepha Bingham, Portreſlc. 
Lucy Iohnſon , Notareſſe 
Dorothy Fowler , Keeper of the Reliques and 
Church ſtuffe. 
Bridget Browne, TDaughters of Sir Anth. Browne, 
Lucy Browne, Viſcount Montarute. 
Elizabeth Preſion, ſometime Abbeſſe, but now 1n 
diſgrace 
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N umnery at Lubon. 


diſgrace vvith olde FoFer, 

CAnne Martin. 

LAnne TM arkenfield. 

Suſan Bacon. 

Siſtly Arundel. 

Margaret Smith, alias Becket, and her Siſter, 

HMandlin Shelly, 

K atherine Dendy, three of the Kitchin. 

Elizabeth Cole, 

Martha, 

Clara Dowman, indeed Anne Foſter, the Confel- 
ſors Kinſwoman. 

Kath, Knightly, 4 two merry ſinging 

Mary Browne , c Waggs. 

Anne, a Chambermaid of Sir Anth. Browne, 

Mary Barnes, a welbeloved friend of Foſters. 

Mary Dimmock, adiſcontented yong Nun. 

M.Blinkſop,fallly reported by Father Fofter ro be 
allied to divers of the Nobility. 

Aeatha, 

Elianor and _ , two Dutchwomen, 

Briget Mandanha, 

Maria Suarez , c three Portugeſes. 

Maria Rodriguez, 


FINIS. 


| 


